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TO     THE 


RIGHT    REV.    H,    O'CONNOR,    D.D 


BISHOP     OF     PITTSBURG- 

Right  Rev.  Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  to  inscribe  to  you  the  following  faint  portrait  of 
a  distinguished  Missionary,  who  ha3  long  been  the  ornament  of  Western  Penn- 
sylvania, which  has  fallen  to  your  lot,  among  the  late  new  Bishoprics,  and 
which,  through  your  wise  and  energetic  administration,  has  sprung  almost  into 
the  maturity  of  an  old  Diocess,  on  account  of  its  goodly  number  of  Priests, 
Churches,  and  Religious  establishments.  I  do  not  know  to  whom  I  can,  with 
more  propriety  and  justice,  dedicate  this  feeble  effort,  than  to  yourself,  who 
graced  with  your  presence  the  occasion  when  it  was  made  ;  and  who  have  not 
only  given  your  sanction  to  the  erection  of  the  monument,  but,  by  your  zealous 
urgency  with  pastor  and  flock,  mainly  advanced  and  brought  the  good  work 
to  a  happy  close. 

Long  may  the  Prince  of  Pastors  preserve  your  useful  life  for  the  good  of  the 
Diocess  over  which  you  so  worthily  preside,  is  the  constant  prayer  of, 
Right  Reverend  Sir, 

Your  obedient  and  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  HEYDEN. 

Bedford,  27th  September,  1847. 
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DISCOURSE. 


In  memoria  Kterna  erii  Justus.— The  Jusl  shall  be  in  everlasting  remembrance.— P*.  cii.  6. 

Before  the  coming  of  the  Redeemer  and  the  introduction  of 
his  divine  religion,  man  had  nothing  to  sustain  and  solace  him 
in  the  hour  of  his  direst  need.  Pagan  man  looked  upon  death 
as  the  termination  of  all  his  hopes ;  or,  at  least,  so  dim  and 
doubtful  was  his  view  of  a  future  state,  that  the  grave  brought 
nothing  to  his  mind  but  gloom  and  desolation:  it  is  here  pre- 
eminently that  the  power  of  the  Christian  religion  is  strikingly 
visible  and  effective.  It  is  the  Gospel  alone  that  has  brought 
to  light  life  and  immortality.  It  is  it,  that  by  assuring  us  of 
immortality,  of  which  the  greatest  sages  of  heathenism  spoke 
with  doubt,  furnishes  strength  and  support  to  the  bursting  heart. 
It  is  it  that  dries  up  the  mourner's  tears,  by  unfolding  to  him  a 
place  of  future  blessedness,  where  the  hopes  of  the  just  shall 
be  fulfilled  and  their  toils  crowned  with  the  remuneration  which 
is  due  to  righteousness,  and  not  the  least  part  of  which  is  that 
indicated  in  the  text  selected,  viz :  to  live  for  ever  in  the  re- 
membrance of  God,  and  to  be  embalmed  in  the  memory  of  their 
fellow-men,  whom  they  have  so  signally  benefitted  by  the 
example  of  their  blameless  and  edifying  lives,  as  well  as  by  their 
labors  of  eminent  usefulness.  "  The  just  shall  be  in  everlasting 
remembrance."  It  is  this  consolation  which  the  sweet  promise 
of  the  text  affords  and  enables  me  to  give  you,  my  beloved 
friends,  who  are  assembled  on  this  day  to  discharge  a  solemn 
duty  to  the  memory  of  the  illustrious  Gallitzin — a  name  to  be 
for  ever  dear  to  you,  and  to  be  pronounced  only  with  the  deep- 
est feelings  of  love  and  reverence  by  yourselves  and  your  chil- 
dren. The  imposing  testimonial  which  you  have  raised  to  him, 
is  but  a  faint  expression  of  the  perennial  monument  which  you 
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have  built  within  your  hearts,  and  which  shall,  in  the  hearts  of 
your  descendants,  continue  unmouldered  and  unimpaired  by 
time  or  change,  even  to  the  farthest  generations. 

You  are  met  unconsciously  to  carry  out,  in  part,  the  solemn 
pledge  of  the  Supreme  Rewarder  of  the  just,  to  secure  per- 
petuity to  their  memory,  not  only  among  the  choirs  of  the 
blessed  and  the  spirits  of  the  just  made  perfect,  but  even  on 
earth — on  the  theatre  of  their  glorious  lives  and  labors.  You 
are  but  concurring  with  the  designs  of  a  superintending  Provi- 
dence in  erecting  this  noble  sepulchre,  so  creditable  to  your 
liberality — in  parting,  for  this  purpose,  with  some  of  the  goods 
which  this  Providence  has  given  you.  You  are,  in  your  way. 
contributing  your  mite  of  co-operation  to  the  accomplishment 
of  God's  gracious  promise  for  the  care  of  the  memory  of  the 
just.  For  "  the  just  shall  be  in  everlasting  remembrance,"  not 
only  before  God  and  his  angels,  but  even  before  their  fellow 
men  and  their  fellow  pilgrims  left  behind  them  in  this  world. 

These  thoughts  must  naturally  tend  to  console  you  on  this 
melancholy  occasion,  when  the  wounds  of  your  grief  for  your 
late  beloved  pastor  are  opened  afresh — when  you  are  led  by 
the  mournful  ceremonies  of  this  day  once  more  to  measure  and 
lament  the  loss  of  a  fond  spiritual  guide,  a  tender  father,  your 
best  benefactor  and  friend  under  God.  The  feelings  that  over- 
power you  on  this  sad  solemnity  are  of  the  bitterest  and  most 
overwhelming  character.  Sealed  are  those  eyes  that  watched 
over  your  spiritual  interests  with  a  vigilance  that  never  tired ; 
mute  the  tongue  that  so  often  and  so  eloquently  announced  to 
you  the  truths  of  eternal  life ;  nerveless  the  hand  that  was  ever 
ready  and  wont  to  wield  so  powerful  a  pen  in  defence  of  your 
holy  but  persecuted  religion.  Under  so  afflicting  a  bereave- 
ment, the  more  you  reflect  upon  the  greatness  of  your  loss,  the 
more  you  will  feel,  that  your  consolation  can  only  be  drawn 
from  the  well-spring  of  faith.  Take  away  this  sure  resource, 
and,  as  we  mourn  over  departed  worth,  we  may  well  apply  to 
our  forlorn  condition  the  language  of  St.  Paul,  "  if  in  this  life 
only  we  have  hope,  we  are  of  all  men  the  most  miserable."  It 
is  this  faith  that  whispers  to  us  that  our  lost  and  lamented  friend 
still  liveth,  and  all  the  fruits  of  his  zeal,  and  all  his  sacrifices  and 
labors  of  love  perish  not,  but  are  in  "  everlasting  remembrance." 


The  short  time  that  has  been  allowed  me  to  prepare  this 
address,  must  prevent  me  from  giving  a  detailed  and  full  history 
of  the  useful,  edifying,  aud  holy  career  of  the  great  and  good 
priest  whose  memory  we  are  met  to  honor.  It  will  be  sufficient 
for  my  present  purpose,  to  illustrate  in  his  life  the  triumph  of 
grace,  to  show  you  his  faithful  correspondence  with  it,  and  to 
exhort  you,  his  bereaved  flock,  to  treasure  up  those  truths  and 
monitions  which  you  so  often  heard  from  his  lips,  and  to  embody 
in  your  practice  what  you  have  not  only  heard,  but  seen  literally 
exhibited  in  his  entire  life. 

Demetrius  Augustine  De  Gallitzin,  was  born  22d  December, 
1770,  at  the  Hague,  in  Holland,  where  his  father,  Prince 
Demetrius  De  Gallitzin,  at  that  time  was  ambassador  from  the 
court  of  Catherine,  Empress  of  Russia.  His  parents  were  of 
the  nobility,  and  allied  to  the  noblest  families  in  Russia  and 
Germany.  The  name  of  De  Gallitzin  is  found  frequently  to 
grace  the  annals  of  Russian  heroism  and  history.  His  mother, 
Princess  Amelia  De  Gallitzin,  was  born  Countess  De  Schmettau, 
daughter  of  one  of  the  heroes  of  Frederick  the  Great,  Field- 
Marshal  Count  De  Schmettau,  and  of  the  Countess  De  RufFert. 
Her  two  brothers  were  distinguished  officers  in  the  Prussian 
service ;  one  of  them,  General  De  Schmettau,  fell  in  the  battle 
of  Jena. 

The  young  Gallitzin  was  decorated  in  his  very  cradle,  with 
military  titles,  which  destined  him  from  his  birth  to  the  highest 
posts  in  the  Russian  army.  High  in  the  favor  of  the  Empress 
Catherine,  his  father,  a  haughty  and  ambitious  nobleman,  dream- 
ing only  of  the  advancement  of  his  son  in  the  road  of  preferment 
and  worldly  honor,  was  resolved  to  give  him  an  education 
worthy  of  his  exalted  birth  and  brilliant  prospects.  Religion 
formed  no  part  of  the  plan  of  the  father,  who  wras  a  proficient 
in  the  school  of  Gallic  infidelity,  and  the  friend  of  Diderot :  it 
was  carefully  excluded.  Special  care  was  taken  not  to  suffer 
any  minister  of  religion  to  approach  the  study  room  of  the  young 
prince.  He  was  surrounded  by  infidel  teachers.  Endowed 
with  rare  talents,  he  made  the  greatest  proficiency  in  his  studies, 
which  were  of  the  most  liberal  kind,  embracing  ancient  and 
modem  languages,  mathematics,  natural  philosophy,  music  and 
every  ornate  and  useful  branch  of  knowledge  which  the  most 


comprehensive  course  of  education  could  bestow.  When  I 
add,  that  the  favored  possessor  of  all  these  accomplishments 
was  on  the  certain  path  to  riches,  pleasures,  and  glory,  and  ex- 
hibited uncommon  personal  charms  and  attractions,  we  must 
acknowledge,  that  when  this  accomplished  youth  stood  at  the 
diverging  point  of  the  two  roads  that  led  to  virtue  and  vice, 
he  presented  a  prize  worthy  of  being  contended  for  by  the 
world  and  the  cross  of  Christ,  which  at  last  conquered. 

His  mother,  the  Princess  Amelia  De  Gallitzin,  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  women  of  her  age,  was  brought  up  a  Catholic 
in  her  childhood.  At  the  age  of  four  years,  she  was  placed 
for  her  education,  at  a  boarding  school  in  Breslau.  Here  she 
remained  until  she  had  attained  her  ninth  year.  She  was  dis- 
tinguished not  only  for  the  beauty  of  her  person,  but  also  for 
her  piety  and  her  edifying  frequentation  of  the  Sacrament  of 
Penance,  to  the  reception  of  which  she  would  often  bring  such 
deep-felt  contrition,  as  to  be  dissolved  in  tears.  On  one  occa- 
sion, as  she  passed  through  the  church  from  the  Tribunal  of 
Penance,  she  was  greeted  by  the  voice  of  flattery,  which  ever 
since  the  first  flatterer  in  Paradise,  seldom  fails  to  produce 
evil — she  overheard  some  one  remark  in  her  regard  :  My  God  ! 
what  an  angel ! — words  which  had  upon  her  future  conduct  a 
most  pernicious  influence.  She  became  a  victim  of  pride  and 
vanity.  She  had  also,  subsequently,  the  misfortune  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  an  infidel  teacher  who  left  nothing  untried  to  give 
her  mind  an  irreligious  bias.  Her  matrimonial  alliance  with 
Prince  Demetrius  De  Gallitzin,  contributed  still  more  to  expose 
her  to  the  meshes  of  infidelity.  He  had  been  for  fourteen  years 
in  Paris,  whither  he  had  been  sent  from  the  court  of  the  Em- 
press Catherine,  and  during  this  time  had  become  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  founders  of  modern  infidelity,  Voltaire  and 
Diderot,  who  flattered  his  vanity  by  praising  him  for  the  in- 
terest he  manifested  in  the  cause  of  science.  During  his  stay 
at  the  French  Capitol  he  made  important  collections  of  curi- 
osities and  antiquities,  with  which  he  intended  to  enrich  the 
gallery  of  Saresko  Zeno.  Shortly  after  his  union  with  the 
Princess  Amelia,  he  brought  her  to  Paris  and  introduced  her  to 
his  literary  infidel  friends,  especially  to  Diderot  in  whose  com- 
pany he  delighted.     This  philosopher  endeavored  very  much  to 


9 

win  the  Princess  over  to  his  Atheistical  system ;  but  though  she 
was  more  than  indifferent  on  the  momentous  subject  of  religion, 
her  naturally  strong  mind  discovered  the  hollowness  of  his  rea- 
soning.     It  was  remarked   that  she  would   frequently  puzzle 
the  philosopher  by  the  little  interrogative — why?     And  as  he 
could  not  satisfy  her  objections,  she  was  determined  to  examine 
thoroughly  the  grounds  of  revelation.     Though  having  no  re- 
ligion herself,  she  was  determined  to  instruct  her  children  in 
some  one ;  she  opened   the  Bible  merely  for  the   purpose  of 
teaching  her  children  the  historical  part  of  it.     The  beauty  of 
revealed  truth,  notwithstanding  the  impediment  of  indifference 
and  unbelief,  would  sometimes  strike  her—her  mind  being  of 
that  mould  which,  according  to  Tertulian,  is  naturally  Chris- 
tian.    It  was  not,  however,  until  1783  that  she  began  seriously 
to  think  of  religion  at  Minister,  in  Westphalia,  whither  she  had 
gone  to  profit    by  the  learning  of  Furstenberg,  a  celebrated 
teacher,  and  that  she  might  more  effectually  superintend   the 
education  of  her  children.     Whilst  here,  she  was  attacked  by  a 
most  alarming  sickness,  which  threatened  her  life ;  her  friend 
Furstenberg  sent  her  his  confessor  to  speak  to  her  on  the  subject 
of  religion.     Though  no  decisive  consequence  followed,  still  an 
impression  was  made,  which  in  due  time  God  was  to  develope. 
She  recovered  from  her  malady,  and  during  three  years,  religion 
was  her  great  and  only  affair  of  study.     It  pleased  God  to  open 
her  eyes  to  the  beauty  and  truth  of  the  Catholic  faith  in  1786, 
principally  through  the  instrumentality  of  Furstenberg  and  Over- 
berg,  both  renowned  in  Germany  for  their  efforts  in  the  cause 
of  religion  and  education.     It  was  this  year  she  made  her  first 
communion  on  the  Feast  of  St.  Augustine,  towards  whom  she 
had  special  devotion.     It  is  to  the  happy  influence  and  bright 
example  of  his  mother,  to  whom,  under  God,  we  must  mainly 
ascribe  the  conversion  of  the  young  Demetrius.     As  the  illus- 
trious Bishop  of  Milan,  St.  Ambrose,  consoled  the  mother  of 
Augustine,  when  he  used  to  say,  u  that  it  was  impossible  for  a 
son  to  be  lost  for  whom  so  many  tears  were  shed ;  so  we  may 
believe  that  the  pious  Furstenberg  cheered,  in  a  similar  manner, 
this  good  lady,  in  her  intense  solicitude  for  a  son  whom  she  so 
tenderly  loved. 
2 
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In  one  of  his  excellent  works  be  alludes,  in  the  following  words, 
to  his  conversion  and  difficulties:  "I  lived  during  fifteen  years 
in  a  Catholic  country,  under  a  Catholic  government,  where  both 
the  spiritual  and  temporal  power  were  united  in  the  same  per- 
son— the  reigning  prince  of  that  country  was  our  Archbishop  .  .  . 
During  a  great  part  of  that  time  I  was  not  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  An  intimacy  which  existed  between  our 
family  and  a  certain  celebrated  French  philosopher  had  pro- 
duced a  contempt  for  religion.  Raised  in  prejudice  against 
revelation,  I  felt  every  disposition  to  ridicule  those  very  princi- 
ples and  practices  which  I  have  adopted  since.  I  only  mention 
this  circumstance  in  order  to  convince  you  that  my  observations 
at  that  time  being  those  of  an  enemy,  and  not  of  a  bigoted 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  are,  in  the  eyes  of  a  Protest- 
ant, the  more  entitled  to  credit;  and,  from  the  same  motive,  I 
shall  also  add,  that  during  those  unfortunate  years  of  my  infi- 
delity, particular  care  was  taken  not  to  permit  any  clergyman 
to  come  near  me.  Thanks  to  the  God  of  infinite  mercy,  the 
clouds  of  infidelity  were  dispersed,  and  revelation  adopted  in 
our  family.  I  soon  felt  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  investi- 
gating the  different  religious  systems,  in  order  to  find  the  true 
one.  Although  I  was  born  a  member  of  the  Greek  Church, 
and  although  all  my  male  relations,  without  any  exception,  were 
either  Greeks  or  Protestants,  yet  did  I  resolve  to  embrace  that 
religion  only  which,  upon  impartial  enquiry,  should  appear  to 
me  to  be  the  pure  religion  of  Jesus  Christ.  My  choice  fell 
upon  the  Catholic  Church,  and,  at  the  age  of  about  seventeen, 
I  became  a  member  of  that  church." 

How  exquisite  and  pure  must  have  been  the  delight  of  his 
amiable  mother  who,  like  another  Monica,  yearned  so  much 
after  his  conversion,  when  she  beheld  the  son  of  her  tears  re- 
ceived into  the  bosom  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  in  full  com- 
munion with  that  church,  sealed  also  with  the  chrism  of  salva- 
tion in  Confirmation,  when  he  took  the  name  of  Augustine.  It 
was  on  this  occasion  this  mother,  with  eyes  streaming  with 
tears  of  joy,  embracing  him,  presented  to  him  as  an  appropriate 
memento  of  his  conversion  and  of  her,  a  copy  of  "  The  Con- 
fessions of  St.  Augustine,"  which  he  afterwards  kept  as  a  pre- 
cious relic. 


11 

My  friends !  to  practise  virtue,  to  serve  God  under  the  most 
favorable  circumstances,  to  take  up  the  cross  of  Christ,  and 
renounce  all  for  his  sake,  even  when  we  are  surrounded  by 
every  thing  calculated  to  lead  us  to  God  and  confirm  us  in  his 
love  and  fear,  would  still  be  a  work  of  the  greatest  difficulty 
and  merit.  If  we  were  even  placed  in  a  religious  community 
of  the  most  holy  and  fervent  souls;  to  overcome  our  wicked 
nature,  to  subdue  passion  and  every  evil  propensity,  would  still 
be  deemed  a  great  victory  of  divine  grace,  and  entitled  to  a 
great  reward  : — but  this  victory  would  be  infinitely  greater,  and 
the  reward  incomparably  brighter,  were  we  placed  in  a  position 
the  most  unpropitious  to  salvation,  and  of  the  most  perilous 
kind.  The  holy  Scriptures  award  the  palm  of  praise  only  to 
him  who  could  transgress  and  hath  not  transgressed ;  who  could 
do  evil  and  hath  not  done  evil.  The  lot  of  our  lamented  friend 
was  cast  under  these  circumstances.  Never  was  any  one  ex- 
posed to  more  fearful  ordeal.  He  was  born  of  princely  pa- 
rents; nursed  in  the  lap  of  wealth  and  luxury;  the  world  pmt 
on  her  best  smiles  for  him ;  she  laid  before  him  all  the  tempta- 
tions of  earth — the  goods  of  fortune,  a  princely  inheritance, 
immense  estates.  All  the  fruits  of  ambition,  honors,  prefer- 
ments, awaited  him.  Whatever  rank,  and  opulence,  and  impe- 
rial favor  could  bestow,  were  at  his  feet.  All  these  things,  the 
tempter  said,  /  win  give  thee,  if  falling  down  thou  uilt  adore  me. 
How  adverse  to  salvation  were  such  circumstances! — what 
seemingly  invincible  obstacles  to  grace!  When  we  behold  him 
then,  trampling  under  foot  all  these — bidding  an  eternal  farewell 
to  such  brilliant  prospects — disregarding  them  for  the  sake  of 
Christ;  in  all  this  do  we  not  perceive  the  transcendent  triumph 
of  divine  grace.  It  is  this  that  particularly  strikes  us,  in  the 
history  of  our  dear  Gallitzin.  Modern  times  have  not  furnished 
a  more  memorable  victory  of  the  religion  of  Him,  who  to  them 
that  are  called,  both  Jews  and  Greeks,  is  the  power  of  God 
and  the  wisdom  of  God.  For  the  solution  of  this  moral  pheno- 
menon (for  so  it  appears  to  the  world),  for  this  extraordinary 
and  utter  renunciation  of  self  and  the  world,  for  this  force  of 
religion  over  corrupt  nature  and  every  thing  dear  to  carnal  man, 
and  this  bringing  into  captivity  every  height  that  exaketh  itself 
against  the  knowledge  of  God,  we  must  look  to  the  omnipotence 
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of  divine  grace,  which,  in  some  measure,  makes  its  faithful 
recipient  omnipotent  too,  and  enables  him  to  say,  "  /  can  do  all 
things  in  him  that  strengtheneth  me." 

The  ways  of  Providence  in  bringing  about  its  gracious  de- 
signs are  truly  mysterious  and  admirable.  What  could  be 
farther  from  all  human  calculation  than  the  means  which  this 
inscrutable  Providence  employed  to  effect  the  conversion  of 
Ireland.  A  captive  youth,  cast  upon  its  shores  by  the  evil  de- 
signs of  men — a  stranger  and  a  slave  is  the  vessel  of  election 
destined  to  plant  the  cross  and  preach  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  in  this 
once  Pagan  isle.  The  young  Gallitzin  came  apparently  to  this 
country  from  worldly  motives — from  a  love  of  travel  and  im- 
provement, at  the  instigation  of  an  ambitious  parent,  who 
wished  to  make  his  son  a  finished  votary  of  the  world ;  but 
Providence  marked  him  out  as  a  vessel  of  election  to  contri- 
bute to  the  salvation  of  hundreds.  I  find,  in  a  manuscript  sketch 
which  he  has  left  of  some  of  the  events  of  his  early  life,  that  he 
was,  in  the  year  1792,  appointed  Aid-de-camp  to  the  Austrian 
General  Von  Lilien,  who  commanded  an  army  in  Brabant,  at  the 
opening  of  the  first  campaign  against  the  French  Jacobins. 
The  sudden  death  of  the  Emperor  Leopold  and  the  murder  of 
the  King  of  Sweden  by  Ankerstrom,  both  suspected  to  be  the 
work  of  French  Jacobins  who  had  declared  war  against  all 
Kings  and  all  religions,  caused  the  governments  of  Austria  and 
Prussia,  to  issue  a  very  strict  order  disqualifying  all  foreigners 
from  military  offices.  In  consequence  of  this  order  the  young 
Prince  de  Gallitzin  was  excluded.  Russia  not  taking  any  part 
in  the  wrar  against  France,  there  was  no  occasion  offered  to 
him  for  pursuing  the  profession  of  arms  for  which  he  had  been 
destined  by  his  military  education.  It  was  therefore  deter- 
mined by  his  parents  that  he  should  travel  abroad  and  make  the 
grand  tour  of  Europe.  The  polished  nations  on  the  Continent 
of  Europe,  and  especially  France,  were  to  be  the  theatre  of  his 
travels.  The  French  Revolution,  which  at  this  time  was  con- 
vulsing every  thing  in  the  old  world — overturning  throne  and 
altar,  rendered  it  inconvenient  and  unsafe  for  him  to  travel  on 
the  European  Continent:  and  rather  than  be  deprived  of  this 
necessary  adjunct  of  a  liberal  education — the  study  of  mankind, 
best  promoted  by  foreign  intercourse — it  was  determined  that  he 
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should  direct  his  course  to  the  United  States  of  America. 
Thus,  his  coming  amongst  us,  are  we  to  ascribe  to  the  same 
event,  controlled  by  an  overruling  Providence,  which  has 
brought  to  these  shores  that  intrepid  and  faithful  band  of  French 
priests  who  have  enriched  with  their  labors  the  Archdiocess 
of  Baltimore  and  the  country  at  large. 

He  was  allowed  two  years  to  travel ;  and  lest,  in  the  mean- 
time, his  acquirements,  the  fruits  of  a  very  finished  education, 
might  suffer,  he  was  placed  under  the  guidance  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Brosius,  a  young  missionary  then  about  to  embark  for  America, 
with  whom  his  studies  were  to  be  still  continued.  In  the  com- 
pany of  this  excellent  clergyman  he  reached  the  United  States 
in  1792.  It  was  from  his  constant  communication  with  this 
pious  and  learned  ecclesiastic,  that  he  received  those  salutary 
impressions  that  determined  him  to  give  himself  wholly  to  God. 
This  holy  man  neglected  no  fair  opportunity  to  impress  upon 
him  the  great  truth,  which,  from  the  lips  of  Ignatius,  won  a 
Francis  Xavier  to  Jesus  Christ.  "  What  will  it  avail  a  man  to 
gain  the  wrorld,  if  he  lose  his  own  soul  ?  or  what  will  a  man 
give  in  exchange  for  his  soul  ?"   Matt.  vi.  26. 

From  consultation  with  his  enlightened  Directors,  and  from 
close  examination  of  his  own  interior,  and  from  deep  communing 
with  his  God,  he  believes  himself  called  to  the  ecclesiastical 
state,  and  he  is  resolved  to  devote  himself  to  all  the  toils,  pri- 
vations, and  perils  of  his  sublime  vocation.  He  accordingly 
applies  for  admission  into  the  seminary  then  recently  founded 
by  the  Sulpicians  at  Baltimore,  and  entered  as  a  seminarian, 
November  5,  1792.  In  this  moment  of  his  irrevocable  sacri- 
fice of  himself  to  God,  the  feelings  of  his  inmost  soul  may  be 
gathered  from  a  letter,  which  he  wrote  at  the  time  to  a  clergy- 
man of  Munster  in  Germany.  "  In  it  he  begs  him  to  dispose  his 
mother  for  the  step  he  had  finally  taken,  and  informs  him  that 
he  had  sacrificed  himself  with  all  that  he  possessed,  to  the 
service  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  his  neighbor  in  America, 
where  the  harvest  was  so  great  and  the  laborers  so  few,  where 
the  missionary  had  to  ride  frequently  forty  and  fifty  miles  a  day, 
and  undergo  difficulties  and  dangers  of  every  description.  He 
adds,  that  he  doubted  not  his  call,  as  he  was  willing  to  subject 
himself  to  such  arduous  labor."     No  one  was  more  profoundly 
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impressed  than  he  with  the  greatness  and  difficulties  of  the 
ministry,  and  none  ever  prepared  for  it  with  more  trembling 
solicitude.  He  has  recourse  to  all  the  resources  which  faith 
and  the  deepest  sense  of  his  awful  responsibility  point  out  as 
the  best  means  of  qualifying  himself  for  the  sacerdotal  dignity. 
Tt  is  not  merely  by  a  rigorous  course  of  studies,  but  still  more 
by  constant  and  fervent  prayer,  assiduous  meditation,  holy  re- 
treat, and  the  practice  of  the  most  unsparing  mortification,  that 
God  ordinarily  prepares  those  vessels  of  election  that  are  to  carry 
his  name  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  The  sinless  Saviour 
himself  would  not  enter  upon  his  mission  of  mercy  until  he 
had  left  us  the  impressive  example  of  his  previous  penance  and 
prayer;  and  his  holy  Precursor,  before  he  commenced  his  errand 
of  preparing  the  ways  of  the  Lord,  would  dispose  himself  by 
the  exercise  of  the  most  difficult  virtues  in  the  silence  of  sol- 
itude. It  was  my  privilege  to  have  studied  in  the  same  seminary 
where  the  good  Gallitzin  went  through  his  ecclesiastical  course  ; 
and  often  have  I  heard  his  former  superiors,  especially  the  pious 
Dr.  Tessier  and  others,  bear  testimony  to  the  deep-felt  con- 
victions which  overpowered  him  as  regards  the  perfection  and 
preparation  the  momentous  work  he  had  on  hand  demanded. 

His  pious  mother  not  being  prepared  for  the  account  she  re- 
ceived of  his  choice  of  such  a  state  of  life,  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  superiors  of  the  seminary  at  Baltimore,  to  express  her  doubts 
and  fears  respecting  the  vocation  of  her  son  to  the  ecclesiastical 
state.  The  venerable  Mr.  Nagot  wrote  to  her  a  most  consoling 
answer,  in  which  he  states  to  her  that  he  had  never  brought  to 
the  altar  a  candidate  for  holy  orders,  about  ivhose  vocation  he  was 
so  certain  as  that  of  her  son;  moreover,  lest  perhaps  it  might 
be  supposed  he  was  too  partial  in  his  judgment,  he  declared 
that  it  was  the  opinioyi  of  the  Bishop  also,  and  of  all  who  knew 
him:  and  the  result  we  know  has  confirmed  this  judgment. 
Having  finished  his  theological  studies,  which  his  liberal  secular 
education  greatly  facilitated,  he  was  judged  by  his  superiors 
worthy  of  being  promoted  to  holy  orders.  He  received  ordi- 
nation, 18th  March,  1795,  from  the  hands  of  Archbishop  Car- 
roll, and  was  the  second  priest  ordained  in  the  United  States. 
This  apostolic  founder  and  Patriarch  of  the  American  Church, 
beheld  with  singular  satisfaction  this  extraordinary  accession  to 
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the  ranks  of  his  little  band  of  priests— a  Russian  Prince  and 
officer,  who  had  cast  aside  his  sword  and  the  baubles  of  the 
world  to  put  on  the  livery  of  Christ  and  of  his  ministers.  Rev. 
Mr.  Gallitzin  lived  on  the  most  intimate  terms  with  this  great 
man  and  incomparable  Prelate,  who  had  the  greatest  esteem  for 
him,  and  duly  appreciated  the  sincerity  and  greatness  of  his 
sacrifices  for  religion.  Of  Archbishop  Carroll,  he  was  wont 
to  speak  to  his  sacerdotal  friends  with  the  most  unbounded  ad- 
miration, and  would  frequently  say  to  them  :  "  In  proportion  as 
we  approach  Archbishop  Carroll  in  our  pastoral  conduct,  in 
the  same  proportion  do  we  approach  perfection." 

Charmed  with  his  retreat  at  St.  Mary's  Seminary  of  Balti- 
more, and  still  more  so  by  the  edifying  conversation  and  lives 
of  its  saintly  superiors,  the  Rev.  Fathers  Nagot,  Gamier,  and 
Tessier,  by  whose  enlightened  counsels  he  was  no  doubt  influ- 
enced in  following  his  vocation,  he  wished  to  spend  his  days 
amongst  them,  and  actually  was  admitted  a  member  of  the  So- 
ciety of  St.  Sulpice,  with  the  permission  of  Archbishop  Carroll, 
who,  however,  standing  in  great  need  of  his  services  as  a  mis- 
sionary, constantly  employed  him  as  such.  At  length  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Gallitzin,  seeing  that  his  duties  as  a  missionary  were  ut- 
terly incompatible  with  those  of  a  Sulpician,  ceased  to  consider 
himself  as  one,  though  he  ever  afterwards  retained  a  singular 
veneration  for  a  society  so  eminently  serviceable  to  the  Church 
in  the  United  States. 

The  first  mission  assigned  to  him. was  at  Conewago,  where 
there  existed  already  a  flourishing  congregation  under  Father 
Pelentz.  From  this  point  he  attended  different  towns  and  sta- 
tions in  the  surrounding  country :— viz.  Taneytown,  Pipe-creek 
Settlement,  Hagerstown,  Cumberland,  in  Maryland;  Martins- 
burg,  Winchester,  in  Virginia;  Chambersburg,  Path-valley, 
Shade-valley,  Huntingdon,  and  the  Allegheny  Mountains,  in 
Pennsylvania.  His  labors  over  this  wide  expanse  of  country 
were  extreme  in  this  first  period  of  his  mission,  during  which 
he  never  spared  himself  nor  shunned  any  sacrifices  when  there 
offered  the  least  opportunity  of  advancing  the  glory  of  God,  or 
saving  a  single  soul.  His  experience,  however,  soon  convinced 
him,  that  to  render  effectual  service  to  religion,  and  to  bring 
forth  lasting  fruits,  he  should  select  some  poition  of  this  vast 


16 

vineyard  for  special  cultivation — some  central  spot  where  he 
could  found  a  settlement — a  colony  of  Catholics,  where  his  ef- 
forts might  be  concentrated,  and  whence  he  might  go  forth  to 
carry  with  him  the  blessings  of  religion  to  the  detached  and 
distant  groups  of  a  flock  so  widely  scattered  as  the  one  com- 
mitted to  his  solicitude.  He  chose  for  his  portion  for  ever  the 
then  bleak,  wild  and  inhospitable  regions  of  the  Alleghenies,  in 
which  he  finally  settled  in  1799. 

To  have  some  idea  of  the  extent  of  his  mission  and  labors, 
forget  for  a  moment  the  present  cheering  scene  which  Western 
Pennsylvania  presents — a  flourishing  Diocess,  with  its  distin- 
guished Bishop  and  forty  priests ;  its  sixty  churches  and  its 
excellent  educational  and  religious  institutions  for  both  sexes. 
What  constitutes  the  Diocess  of  Pittsburgh,  and  far  beyond  its 
limits,  was  then  the  missionary  field  of  this  single  priest.  If 
we  except  the  station  at  Youngstown,  where  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Brauers  had  settled  a  few  years  before,  from  Lake  Erie  to  Con- 
ewago,  from  the  Susquehanna  to  the  Potomac,  there  was  not  a 
solitary  priest,  nor  church,  nor  religious  establishment  of  any 
kind.  From  this  statement  we  may  conceive  some  idea  of  the 
incredible  labors  and  privations  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gallitzin 
had  to  encounter  in  visiting  the  various  widely  remote  stations 
where  some  few  straggling  Catholics  resided.  During  these 
long  missionary  excursions,  frequently,  his  bed  was  the  bare 
floor,  his  pillow  the  saddle  of  his  horse,  and  the  coarsest  and 
most  forbidding  fare  constituted  his  repast.  Add  to  this,  that  he 
was  always  in  feeble  health — always  infirm  and  delicate  in  the 
extreme  :  and  it  was  ever  a  matter  of  wonder  to  others,  how  the 
little  he  ate  could  support  nature,  and  hold  together  so  fragile  a 
frame  as  his.  A  veritable  imitator  of  Paul, — "  he  was  in  labor 
and  painfulness  in  watching  often,  in  hunger  and  thirst,  in  fast- 
ing often,  in  cold  and  nakedness."  2  Cor.  xi. 

When  he  first  began  to  make  a  permanent  residence  on  this 
mountain,  1799,  he  found  no  more  than  a  dozen  Catholics, 
scattered  here  and  there.  It  was  almost  one  vast  wilderness — 
a  trackless  forest.  He  first  settled  on  a  farm  generously  left  by 
the  Maguire  family  for  the  maintenance  of  a  priest.  A  rude  log 
church,  of  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  feet,  was  sufficient,  for  a 
considerable  time,  for   the   first   little  flock  that   worshipped, 
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according  to  the  faith  of  their  fathers  on  the  Allegheny.  The 
character  of  Rev.  Mr.  Gallitzin  for  holiness  and  zeal,  the  fame 
of  his  sacrifices  for  religion  soon  began  to  attract  notice,  and 
numbers  came  from  all  parts.  To  widen  the  pale  of  his  Catholic 
settlement,  and  to  form  an  extensive  colony,  he  found  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  purchase,  or  secure  for  Catholic  purchasers, 
vast  tracts  of  land  owned  by  individuals  living  in  the  eastern 
cities.  How  he  wished  to  have  now  in  his  possession  his  birth- 
right— his  princely  inheritance — his  immense  fortune — to  spend 
it  for  the  glory  of  God  on  his  dear  mountain  !  But  he  had  become 
a  Catholic ;  and  for  a  Russian  citizen  to  commit  this  crime  dooms 
him  to  proscription — confiscation — as  it  did  the  first  Christians 
under  Nero  and  Domitian !  However  he  strongly  hoped, 
through  the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  he  might  obtain  one 
day  some  portion  of  his  vast  estates  from  the  tyrant's  grasp, 
that  he  might  be  enabled  to  achieve  some  permanent  good  for 
religion.  u  Thou  hast  given  him,  O  Lord,  his  soul's  desire, 
and  hast  not  withholden  from  him  the  will  of  his  lips."  Ps.  xx. 
He  did  receive,  through  the  instrumentality  of  some  influential 
friends,  a  considerable  part  of  his  great  fortune,  and  it  was 
faithfully  spent  in  promoting  the  glory  of  God — the  propagation 
of  his  religion — the  encouragement  of  Catholic  settlers.  For 
this  purpose  he  purchased  extensive  bodies  of  land;  provided 
the  county  with  many  conveniences,  grist-mills,  saw-mills,  and 
other  facilities,  which  were  not  to  be  found  in  this  section  of  the 
state  at  that  time,  when  the  new  settlers  had  to  travel  often 
thirty  or  forty  miles  for  their  breadstufFs  and  other  necessaries. 
We  may  conceive  how  devoted  he  was  to  his  severe  missionary 
life  on  this  mountain,  when  he  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to 
abandon  it  by  a  temptation  of  the  most  pressing  character,  and 
urged  too,  by  every  kind  of  influence  calculated  to  make  him 
yield.  On  the  6th  day  of  March,  1803,  his  father,  Prince  De- 
metrius De  Gallitzin,  expired  at  Brunswick,  and  it  was  thought 
necessary  that  the  young  missionary  should  go  over  to  Russia, 
provided  with  the  necessary  credentials,  as  the  son  of  Prince 
De  Gallitzin,  to  take  possession  of  the  inheritance  of  his  father- 
His  mother  wrote  to  him,  setting  forth  the  advantages  which 
the  means  thus  furnished  by  the  recovery  of  his  ample  patri- 
mony, would  be  to  him  in  his  new  mission.  She  also  sent 
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letters  to  the  same  effect  to  Bishop  Carroll  and  Rev.  Mr.  Nagot, 
both  of  whom  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  expedient  for  the 
young  prince  to  undertake  the  voyage.  By  an  invitation  from 
the  bishop,  he  came  to  Baltimore,  and  gave  his  reasons  for  re- 
maining among  his  flock,  which  they  could  not  in  the  end  refute. 
He  stated  to  them,  that  he  had  caused  a  great  number  of  Cath- 
olic families  to  settle  in  a  wild  and  uncultivated  region,  where 
they  formed  a  parish  of  a  considerable  size ;  that  the  Legisla- 
ture had  proposed  to  establish  there  a  county  seat ;  that  numbers 
still  continued  to  flock  thither.  The  Bishop  at  length  fully 
acquiesced  in  Rev.  Mr.  Gallitzin  remaining  there,  as  he  could 
not  send  another  in  his  place.  The  apostolic  missionary  then- 
wrote  to  his  mother,  "that  whatever  he  might  gain  by  the  voy- 
age, in  a  temporal  point  of  view,  could  not,  in  his  estimation. 
be  compared  with  the  loss  of  a  single  soul,  that  might  be  occa- 
sioned by  his  absence." 

He  had,  by  the  entreaties  of  his  mother,  been  induced  to 
appoint  as  his  agents,,  for  the  recovery  of  his  lawful  inheritance, 
the  following  distinguished  characters  ;  his  excellency  Baron  de 
Furstenberg,  Prime  minister,  Vic.  General  to  the  Elector  of 
Cologne,  and  the  Imperial  Counts  Frederic  Leopold  de  Stol- 
berg,  and  Clemens  Augustus  de  Mervelt,  who  accepted  the 
charge  with  readiness,  and  zealously  labored  to  render  the 
issue  favorable  to  him.  They  soon,  however,  had  to  send  him 
disastrous  intelligencer  They  despatched  to  him  the  decree  of 
the  Russian  Court,  disinheriting  him,  which  can  compete  with 
any  edict  issued  against  the  primitive  Christians  by  a  Roman 
senate  under  the  Pagan  persecuting  Emperors.  The  following 
is  the  letter  which  he  received  from  his  illustrious  agents — 1808, 
"  The  question  concerning  your  and  the  Princess  your  sister's 
claim  to  your  father's  property  in  Russia,  is  so  determined  by 
the  Senate  of  St.  Petersburgh,  that  you,  dearest  Prince,  in  con- 
sequence of  your  having  embraced  the  Catholic  faith  and 
clerical  profession,  &c,  cannot  be  admitted  to  the  possession  of 
your  deceased  father's  property,  and  that,  therefore,  your  sister, 
the  Princess,  is  to  be  considered  the  sole  heiress  to  the  said 
estate,  and  is  to  be  put  in  possession  of  the  same.  The  Council 
of  State  has  given  the  same  decision,  and  the  Emperor  has,  by 
his  sanction,  given  the  sentence  the  force  of  law. 
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"The  Princess,  your  sister,  has  now,  by  the  laws  of  Russia, 
perfect  control  over  the  income,  but  cannot  give  the  property 
away  or  dispose  of  it  by  will.  However  she  is  at  liberty  to 
sell  it — and  to  dispose  of  the  moneys  arising  from  the  sale.  You 
see,  then,  dearest  Prince,  that  you  are  only  nominally  excluded. 
Your  dear  and  respectable  mother  often  thought  it  possible  and 
probable  that  the  decision  would  fall  out  the  way  it  did,  and 
was  wont  to  say  :  It  is  immaterial  whether  the  sentence  in  Russia 
be  pronounced  in  favor  of  both  my  children  or  only  of  my  daughter. 
J\fy  son  can  lose  nothing  by  it.  Even  in  Russia  the  business  is 
considered  in  the  same  light.  We,  therefore,  congratulate  you 
on  the  happy  issue  of  this  business  without  minding  the  killing 
letter  of  the  law — as  in  this  case  the  spirit  of  justice  and 
charity  makes  up  the  loss  to  you." 

In  the  first  ages  of  the  Church,  those  Christians  who  nobly 
suffered  for  Chris  fs  sake,  by  loss  of  life  or  limb  or  fortune — 
who  thus  confessed  him  before  men — were  hailed  and  honored 
indiscriminately  under  the  common  title  of  Confessors.  In  sub- 
sequent times,  whilst  the  glorious  name  of  Martyrs  was  reserved 
only  for  those  who  had  generously  shed  their  blood  for  Jesus, 
the  honorable  appellation  of  Confessor  was  bestowed  upon 
those  who  had  practised  virtue  in  an  heroic  degree — who  had  in 
the  cause  of  religion,  suffered  banishment  or  had  been  despoiled 
of  their  goods — and  surely  we  may  be  indulged,  if  we  claim 
some  portion  of  this  honor  for  the  devoted  Gallitzin  who,  for 
the  Catholic  faith  and  the  priesthood,  incurred  Imperial  displea- 
sure and  the  spoliation  of  all  his  goods. 

He  was  still  led  to  hope  that  he  would  receive  from  Europe 
important  supplies  of  funds.  These  expectations  were  chiefly 
encouraged,  by  the  prospect  of  eluding  the  barbarous  edict  of 
the  Russian  Senate,  according  to  the  favorable  interpretation 
put  upon  it  by  his  noble  friends  the  Baron  de  Furstenberg  and 
the  Imperial  Counts  Stolberg  and  Merveldt.  His  hopes  were 
still  further  confirmed  by  the  promises  of  his  sister  Maria  Anna 
De  Gallitzin,  who,  by  an  iniquitous  law,  had  become  sole  heiress 
to  his  father's  estate.  She  had  solemnly  engaged  to  divide 
equally  with  him,  and  to  leave  all  to  him  at  her  death  ;  and  it 
was  supposed  that  she  would  remain  unmarried.  In  1807  he 
received  from  her  a  letter  couched  in  the  following  terms:  "I 
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need  not  repeat  to  you,  that  you  may  be  perfectly  easy,  if  we 
only  receive  the  property.  Whether  under  your  name  or  under 
my  name,  makes  no  difference  amongst  us.  I  shall  divide  with  you 
faithfully,  as  I  am  certain  you  would  with  me.  Such  was  the 
will  of  our  deceased  father  and  of  our  dearest  mother;  and 
such  also  will  be  the  desire  of  my  affectionate  love  and  devoted- 
ness  towards  you,  my  dearest  brother!"  He,  also,  received 
from  her,  after  the  sentence  of  his  disinheritance,  letters  full  of 
assurances  of  her  good  will  towaids  him.  In  one  of  them  she 
thus  concludes:  "  I  flatter  myself  more  and  more  with  the  hope, 
that  I  shall  die  easy  and  contented,  when  reflecting  that  God 
has  spared  my  days,  in  order  to  save  for  you  a  property,  which 
you  certainly  intend  to  spend  for  his  glory,  and  wish  to  have  only 
for  this  purpose."  Her  subsequent  unfortunate  marriage  with 
De  Salm,  a  bankrupt  German  Prince,  sunk  all  her  large  fortune 
and  the  hopes  too  of  her  worthy  brother.  It  is  true  he  re- 
ceived from  her  some  few  remittances,  but  they  were  trivial 
in  the  extreme,  when  compared  to  what  his  birth-right  entitled 
him.  It  was  by  these  flattering,  but  fallacious  prospects,  that 
he  was  induced  to  involve  himself  heavily  in  debt.  It  was  on 
the  strength  of  them  he  went  on  purchasing  great  bodies  of 
land,  and  attracting  Catholic  settlers,  and  encouraging  them  to 
remain,  at  every  possible  risk  and  loss  on  his  part.  The  occu- 
pants of  the  ground  being  generally  poor,  were  frequently  not 
able  to  pay  him  any  thing,  and  the  lands  were  often  bought  at 
too  high  prices  from  the  original  owners,  and  not  unfrequently 
proved  unproductive.  The  privations  and  sufferings  of  these 
first  pioneers  of  the  wilderness  were  extreme,  and  sometimes 
their  murmurs  and  complaints  were  heard ;  but  when  they  be- 
held their  pastor,  the  self-sacrificing  Gallitzin,  suffering  with 
them,  and  faring  even  infinitely  worse,  their  repinings  were 
soon  repressed,  and  even  turned  into  the  most  buoyant  and  holy 
confidence  in  that  Being  "  who  giveth  their  food  even  to  the 
young  ravens  that  call  upon  him.'" 

It  was  pre-eminently  for  the  interests  of  religion  that  he  in- 
curred all  the  embarrassments  of  extensive  debt;  it  was  for  the 
spiritual  and  temporal  welfare  of  his  dear  mountain  flock  ;  it  was 
to  found  this  great  Catholic  settlement,  which  will  be  an  eternal 
monument  of  his  labors  of  love,  that  he  underwent  all  the  hard- 
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ships  and  perils  of  indebtedness — nay,  even  that  of  being  ex- 
posed to  unrighteous  imprisonment,  and  this  too  from  the 
holiest  and  loftiest  motives  that  ever  inspired  any  sacrifice. 
You,  his  beloved  flock,  have  had  before  your  eyes  innumerable 
proofs  how  utterly  disinterested  he  was  in  incurring  these  debts, 
and  how  not  a  single  poition  of  them  was  brought  on  him  by 
his  own  personal  wants  or  wastes.  He  neither  ate  nor  drank, 
nor  was  clothed  at  the  expense  or  loss  of  any  creditor  or 
others.  His  fare  was  often  but  some  black  bread  and  a  few 
vegetables ;  coffee  and  tea  were  unknown  luxuries  in  those 
times.  His  clothing  was  home-made  and  of  the  most  homely 
description;  his  mansion  was  a  miserable  log  hut,  not  denied 
even  to  the  poorest  of  the  poor.  With  the  prodigal  son  of  the 
Gospel,  but  in  a  most  meritorious  and  heroic  sense,  he  could 
say :  "  How  many  hired  servants  in  my  father's  house  have 
plenty  of  bread,  and  I  here  perish  with  hunger."  Luke  xv.  17. 
To  liquidate  those  debts,  which  he  had  incurred  purely  and 
solely  for  religion^  sake,  and  to  save  something  for  the  poor,  the 
suffering  members  of  Jesus  Christ,  made  him  live  in  this  con- 
tinual mortification  and  self-denial. — How  noble  his  principles 
and  practice  during  this  trying  period  of  his  indebtedness;  how 
unflinchingly  he  remained  at  his  post,  immovably  leaning  on  that 
Providence  that  never  deceived  him — "  For  many  are  the  tribu- 
lations of  the  just,  but  out  of  them  all  the  Lord  shall  deliver  them." 
Ps.  xxxiii.  When  urged  by  his  friends  to  make  a  voyage  to 
Europe  to  obtain  resources  for  his  difficulties,  he  would  in- 
variably decline.  The  individual  who  now  addresses  you  once 
wrote  to  him  on  the  propriety  of  his  going  to  Europe  for  this 
laudable  end,  and  tried  to  convince  him,  that  never  did  any  one 
go  there  with  such  certainty  of  the  most  felicitous  results.  The 
very  name  of  Gallitzin  and  his  noble  and  extensive  connexions, 
as  well  as  the  fame  of  his  sacrifices  for  religion,  would,  it  was 
said,  secure  him  the  most  favorable  reception.  He  wrote  in 
reply,  "  I  am  afraid  my  journey  to  Europe  must  be  deferred  ad 
Gmcas  Kulendas,  being  in  my  67th  year,  burthened,  moreover, 
with  the  remnant  of  my  debts,  reduced  from  §18,000  to  about 
$2,500,  I  had  better  spend  my  few  remaining  years,  if  any,  in 
trying  to  pay  off  that  balance,  and  in  preparing  for  a  longer 
journey."     He  considered  his  retirement  from  his  post  would 
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not  only  be  a  desertion  of  his  loved  flock,  but  would  wear  the 
appearance  of  shunning  the  pecuniary  responsibility  of  his  sit- 
uation. Nay,  even  when  entreated  to  undertake  an  European 
voyage  by  an  authority  he  so  much  respected — even  his  af- 
fectionate mother  who  in  her  letter  assured  him  that  she  had 
obtained  the  approbation  and  encouragement  of  the  Emperor 
Alexander,  he  respectfully  but  firmly  declined.  As  he  made  the 
sacrifice  of  parents  and  all  for  Christ's  sake,  he  was  determined 
there  should  be  "  no  robbery  in  the  holocaust."  He  had  put  his 
hand  to  the  plough  once,  and  he  deemed  it  criminal  to  look  behind 
him,  after  the  world  and  its  vain  allurements. 

During  the  forty-one  years  that  he  incessantly  toiled  on  this 
mountain  for  your  spiritual  and  temporal  weal,  you,  his  beloved 
flock,  had  the  amplest  opportunities  of  knowing  him,  and  must 
feel  how  inadequate  even  the  language  of  eulogy  is  to  describe 
justly  the  varied  virtues  he  exhibited  in  his  admirable  life,  as 
your  pastor,  father,  and  teacher.  He  was,  in  the  most  exten- 
sive sense  of  the  word,  a  man  of  prayer  and  a  man  of  God.  I 
need  not  dwell  upon  the  extraordinary  austerities  by  which, 
with  St.  Paul,  he  judged  it  expedient  to  bring  his  body  under 
subjection.  He  was  fully  sensible,  that  before  he  could  effect- 
ually preach  penance  to.  others,  he  himself  must  set  the  most 
perfect  examples  of  it.  I  could  exhibit  him  to  you  as  another 
John  the  Baptist,  inflicting  upon  himself  all  the  rigors  of  pen- 
ance, and  all  that  violence  by  which  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is 
to  be  borne  away;  yet  how  affable  did  he  show  himself  to  the 
poor  man !  Rude  and  severe  to  himself,  he  was  most  kind  and 
charitable  to  all  others.  Was  he  not  the  father  of  the  poor,  the 
widow's  and  the  orphan's  friend  ?  The  whole  of  the  money  he 
spent  here,  from  the  wreck  of  his  fortune,  could  not  be  less  than 
$150,000.  Who  ever  in  distress  applied  in  vain  to  him?  Was 
it  not  to  secure  a  provision  for  these  accredited  representatives 
of  Jesus  Christ,  that  he  led  a  life  of  perpetual  penance  and 
privation  ?  How  promptly  and  profusely  did  he  spend  around 
him  the  large  remittances  that  used  to  be  sent  to  him  from 
Europe?  Had  you  called  at  his  residence  the  next  day  after 
their  arrival,  you  would  not  have  found  in  his  possession  a 
single  fraction  of  the  copious  sum  he  had  received;  it  had 
passed  away  as  the  shower  of  yesterday !     Had  some  perse- 
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cutor  the  following  morning  asked  him,  where  ivere  kept  the  trea- 
sures of  the  church,  as  the  martyr  St.  Lawrence  was  asked,  he 
could,  like  the  holy  Levite,  show  where  they  were  deposited 
by  pointing  to  the  crowds  of  poor  whom  he  had  fed,  and  cloth- 
ed, and  relieved  from  debt;  and  tell  the  tyrant,  "  these  are  the 
treasures  of  the  church,  c  Hi  sunt  thesauri  ecclesice.''  "  On  one 
occasion  he  had  given  a  large  alms  to  some  seemingly  distressed 
traveller,  who  had  represented  his  case  most  piteously,  but  who 
was  discovered  afterwards  to  have  spent  the  alms  for  unworthy 
purposes  at  some  tavern.  The  generous  giver  was  informed  of 
this  by  some  person  who  wished  to  caution  him  to  be  more 
discriminating  in  his  charity.  He  immediately  replied,  "  I  gave 
it  not  to  him,  I  gave  it  to  God."  The  winter  before  his  death 
had  been  particularly  severe,  snow  had  fallen  to  an  unusual 
depth,  so  that  not  only  the  poor,  but  many  others  in  competent 
circumstances  fell  short  of  a  supply  of  wood.  Hearing  of  the 
distress  on  this  account  in  the  village  of  Loretto,  the  man  of 
God  sent  up  word  for  all  who  needed  to  come,  and  his  scanty 
stock  was  thrown  open  and  made  common  to  all.  It  might  be 
literally  said  of  him,  as  of  the  great  Bishop  of  Kildare  and 
Leighlin,  Dr.  Doyle,  if  his  heart  had  been  made  of  gold,  he 
would  have  given  it  all  to  the  poor.  u  Therefore  are  his  goods 
established  in  the  Lord,  and  all  the  church  of  the  saints  shall 
declare  his  alms."     Ecc.  xxxi. 

How  indefatigably  vigilant  and  provident  he  was  in  promoting 
your  spiritual  concerns !  how  unwearied  in  solicitude  to  guard 
his  flock  against  the  contagion  of  the  world,  and  preserve  it  in 
all  its  primitive  simplicity  from  the  false  fashions  and  noxious 
customs  that  contaminate  cities  and  large  towns !  The  slightest 
approach  on  the  part  of  any  one  towards  the  introduction  of 
these  profane  novelties  and  expensive  vanities  was  sure  to  be 
noticed  by  him  and  instantly  checked.  How  quick  and  wakeful 
he  was  to  detect  and  denounce  to  his  people  even  the  very 
semblance  of  scandal,  and  "  all  them  that  work  iniquity  !"  He 
could  truly  say  with  St.  Paul,  "  Who  is  weak,  and  I  am  not 
weak?    Who  is  scandalized,  and  I  am  not  on  fire?" — 2  Cor.  ix. 

He  was  singularly  zealous  in  insisting  upon  the  profoundest 
respect  and  greatest  propriety  of  behaviour  in  the  house  of  God. 
You  well  remember  his  noble  and  majestic  mien  and  reverential 
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air  when  officiating  at  the  altar  of  the  Lord  of  hosts.  To  teach 
all  humility  in  the  temple  of  God's  glory  ;  to  make  rich  and  poor 
feel  that  they  were  all  equal  in  the  Divine  presence,  he  would 
allow  no  seats  or  distinctions  in  the  church.  The  smallest 
deviation  from  propriety  in  their  behaviour  at  church  could  not 
escape  his  penetrating  eye,  and  the  transgressor,  be  he  who  he 
might,  would  receive  from  him  a  look  and  lesson  not  easily 
forgotten.  "For  he  loved  the  beauty  of  God's  house,  and  the 
place  where  his  glory  dwelleth."  No  pastor  was  ever  more 
respected  or  loved  by  his  people.  You  all  recollect  with  what 
reverence  and  admiration  you  looked  up  to  him.  A  glance 
from  him,  the  slightest  indication  of  his  will,  awed  all  into 
obedience.  Nor  was  this  veneration  for  him  confined  to  the 
members  of  his  church,  it  was  largely  shared  by  persons  of  all 
creeds.  He  has  been  known  to  preach  and  offer  up  the  holy 
sacrifice  in  places  where  there  were  scarcely  half  a  dozen 
Catholics,  the  immense  portion  of  his  audience  being  of  other 
religions.  Yet  if  the  smallest  departure  from  the  decorum  due 
to  the  house  of  God  took  place,  he  used  the  same  authority 
in  repressing  it  as  if  he  were  among  his  own  multitudinous  flock, 
and  such  was  his  commanding  appearance  at  the  altar — such 
the  general  influence  of  his  character,  that  he  was  as  instantly 
obeyed  as  he  would  have  been  by  his  own  humblest  hearers. 

How  zealous  he  was  to  promote  temperance  through  his 
congregation !  There  is  no  one  that  felt  more  horror  for  intem- 
perance than  he,  nor  witnessed  with  more  pain  the  wide  spread 
desolation  and  varied  ruin  it  occasions.  Such  were  his  exertions 
against  intemperance,  that  he  may  be  said  to  have  anticipated 
the  labors  of  the  Apostle  of  Temperance,  Father  Mathevv. 
You  are  fully  aware  that  denunciations  of  intemperance  were 
the  burthen  of  his  fervid  discourses,  Sunday  after  Sunday;  so 
that  if  he  had  lived  in  our  day,  he  would  have  been  one  of  the 
foremost  advocates  for  the  spread  of  temperance ;  and  none  would 
have  rejoiced  more  at  its  well-earned  victories.  For  he  would 
have  gone  all  possible  lengths  to  save  a  single  unfortunate  in- 
ebriate from  destruction. 

Being  himself  a  convert  to  the  Catholic  Church,  and  well  ac- 
quainted with  error's  devious  ways,  he  delighted  in  his  sermons 
to  expound  and  defend  Catholic  truth.     It  is  to  this  that  we 
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owe  the  several  excellent  works  with  which  he  has  enriched 
polemical  theology.  On  the  day  set  apart  by  the  State  for 
humiliation  and  prayer,  a  certain  minister  of  Huntingdon,  in  his 
sermon,  went  out  of  his  way  to  attack  and  misrepresent  the 
doctrines  of  the  church.  It  is  to  this  misguided  zeal  that  we 
are  indebted  for  his  admirable  u  Defence  of  Catholic  Principles," 
which  was  followed  by  "A  Letter  to  a  Protestant  Friend," 
and  by  his  "  Appeal  to  the  Protestant  Public."  The  first 
work  is  certainly  one  of  the  best  controversial  compendiums 
that  we  have,  and  may  rank  with  the  celebrated  u  Exposi- 
tion of  Faith,"  by  the  immortal  Bossuet.  How  highly  it  is 
esteemed  may  be  gathered  from  the  different  editions  of  it 
which  have  been  published  in  the  United  States,  and  in  Eng- 
land, and  Ireland.  Numbers  of  converts  owe  to  this  little 
work  their  return  to  the  bosom  of  Catholic  Unity,  and  it  will 
always  be  one  of  the  best  works  that  can  be  put  into  their 
hands.  How  different  have  been  the  results  of  his  opponent's 
labors.  His  work  of  misrepresentations  and  calumnies  against 
the  Church  has  never  caused  a  single  Catholic  even  to  doubt  the 
truth  of  the  smallest  article  of  his  faith,  and  never  made  a  soli- 
tary pervert.  It  is  well  known  that  the  unhappy  minister  who 
published  those  calumnies  was  summoned  to  answer  for  them 
before  his  Judge,  in  an  awful  and  unexpected  manner.  He  was 
found  one  morning  suddenly  dead  in  his  bed,  by  the  side  of  his 
unconscious  consort. 

If  we  admire  the  triumph  of  grace  in  our  Gallitzin,  in  his 
renouncing  such  brilliant  prospects ;  if  we  are  struck  with  his  in- 
calculable labors  and  sacrifices  on  this  mountain  for  nearly  half 
a  century,  there  is  one  thing  which  we  must  still  more  admire, 
his  extraordinary  humility  notwithstanding  all  his  varied  merits. 
Whenever  told  by  any  one  of  the  fame,  which  his  works 
procured  him  in  this  country,  and  among  the  prelates  and  priests 
of  Ireland,  who  so  loudly  commended  them  to  their  flocks, 
and  caused  them  to  be  republished,  he  was  wont  to  reply  "  That 

he  was  glad  that  the  same  God  who  enabled  an  ass  to  speak 

who  enabled  the  illiterate  to  convert  the  universe,  has  enabled 
my  ignorance  to  say  something  to  the  purpose  in  favor  of  the 
Catholic  cause."  How  deeply  had  he  learned  humility  at  the 
feet  of  his  crucified  Master !  Never  has  he  been  known  or  heard 
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to  give  the  slightest  hint  of  what  he  was  or  what  he  had  done. 
To  see  him,  to  hear  him,  to  judge  by  his  conduct,  nobody  would 
ever  find  out  that  he  was  born  of  princely  parents,  born  to  a 
princely  inheritance  and  to  the  most  splendid  prospects.  You 
would  imagine  that  he  was  of  the  most  obscure  origin,  and  of 
the  lowliest  pretensions;  and  to  manifest  to  him  that  you  were 
aware  of  his  high  condition  and  circumstances  would  be  sure  to 
pain  him — nay,  to  offend  him  almost.  It  was  to  avoid  the  honors 
and  vain  esteem  of  the  world  that  followed  him  even  into  the 
deserts  of  the  Allegheny,  that  made  him  lay  aside  the  noble  name 
of  De  Gallitzin,  which  he  merged  into  the  humbler  name  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Smith,  by  which  he  was  known  for  many  years. 

With  what  heroic  fortitude  and  patience  did  he  endure  the 
forfeiture  of  his  estates,  and  the  bitter  disappointments  which  he 
had  to  experience.  He  had,  on  one  occasion,  been  assured  by 
the  most  undoubted  authority,  that  soon  would  be  forwarded  to 
him,  the  very  handsome  sum  that  was  realized  by  the  sale  of  his 
mother's  precious  collection  of  Greek  and  Roman  antiquities, 
besides  her  other  valuables.  This  pious  lady  had  left  them  to 
her  Confessor,  Dr.  Overberg,  in  trust,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
the  sum  arising  from  the  sale  applied,  as  a  religious  foundation^ 
for  the  education  of  the  poor  or  some  other  charitable  purpose. 
This  worthy  clergyman,  hearing  of  the  privations  and  services 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gallitzin,  for  religion  in  America,  and  consid- 
ering also  that  his  establishment  at  Loretto,  might  well  be  called 
a  religious  foundation,  resolved  to  appropriate  to  his  benefit  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale.  He  acquainted  the  Princess  De  Salrn 
with  his  intention,  and  solicited  her  to  have  recourse  to  the  King 
of  Holland,  the  former  friend  and  condisciple  of  her  brother, 
for  the  purpose  of  inducing  him  to  purchase  the  collection  men- 
tioned, as  a  valuable  addition  to  his  own.  The  King  agreed  to 
take  it  at  $20,000,  which  Rev.  Dr.  Overberg  deposited  with 
Prince  De  Salm,  with  the  view  of  having  the  same  transmitted 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gallitzin  in  the  U.  States,  but  he  never  received 
more  than  about  one  half  of  that  sum,  with  abundant  promises  of 
more,  which  were  not  fulfilled.  With  the  most  holy  equanimity 
and  even  joy  he  embraced  the  chalice  of  affliction  which  his 
Lord  had  appointed  him  to  drink,  or  if  he  had  any  regret,  it  was 
that  of  being  deprived,  by  the  injustice  of  men,  of  the  means  of 
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advancing  the  glory  of  God,  to  the  boundless  extent  of  his 
wishes. 

As  he  had  taken  for  his  models  the  Lives  of  the  Saints,  the 
Francis  of  Sales,  the  Charles  Borromeos,  the  Vincents  of  Paul, 
so  like  them  he  was  distinguished  for  his  tender  and  lively  devo- 
tion to  the  blessed  Virgin;  and  he  lost  no  opportunity  of  extol- 
ling the  virtues  of  Mary.  He  endeavored  to  be  an  imitator  of 
her,  as  she  was  of  Christ.  He  recited  her  rosary  every  evening 
among  his  household,  and  inculcated  constantly  on  his  people 
this  admirable  devotion  and  all  the  other  pious  exercises  in 
honor  of  Mary.  The  church  in  which  he  said  daily  mass,  he 
had  dedicated  under  the  invocation  of  this  ever  glorious  Virgin, 
whom  all  nations  were  to  call  blessed.  Luke  i.  It  was  in 
honor  of  Mary,  and  to  place  his  people  under  her  peculiar 
patronage,  that  he  gave  the  name  of  Loretto,  to  the  town  he 
founded  here,  after  the  far-famed  Loretto,  which  towering  above 
the  blue  wave  of  the  Adriatic,  on  the  Italian  coast,  exhibits  to 
the  Christian  pilgrim  the  hallowed  and  magnificent  temple  which 
contains  the  sainted  shrine  of  Mary's  humble  house,  in  which  she 
at  JVazareth  heard  announced  the  mystery  of  the  Incarnation, 
and  which  the  mariners,  as  they  pass  to  encounter  the  perils  of 
the  deep,  or  return  in  safety  from  them,  salute,  chaunting  the 
joyous  hymn,  Jive  Maris  Stella  !  For,  like  St.  John,  he  recog- 
nized in  her  a  mother  recommended  to  him  by  the  words  of  the 
dying  Jesus:  "He  saith  to  the  Disciple,  behold  thy  mother." 
John  xix.  If  the  good  shepherd  layeth  down  his  life  for  his 
sheep,  as  the  Prince  of  Pastors  assures  us,  even  this  prominent 
and  finishing  trait  of  the  real  pastor  was  not  wholly  wanting 
in  him.  When  we  consider  the  sacrifices  he  had  made  to  gain 
souls  to  Christ,  we  can  have  no  hesitation  to  believe  that  he 
would,  if  that  were  necessary,  have  given  the  last  best  proof  of 
a  shepherd's  love,  viz.  to  lay  down  his  life  for  his  sheep.  But,  my 
friends,  we  may  say  with  truth,  that  he  did  lay  down  his  life  for  his 
sheep,  not  only  by  his  toils  during  his  pastoral  career;  not  only 
by  spending  and  being  spent  in  the  service  of  his  flock,  but 
even  by  dying  a  martyr  to  his  zeal  in  their  behalf.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  sickness  that  took  him  away  from  us  was  prin- 
cipally occasioned  and  fatally  terminated  on  account  of  his  un- 
remitting labors  during  Holy  Week,  in  performing  the  ceremo- 
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nies  of  this  solemn  season,  in  hearing  confessions,  in  preaching 
and  long  fasting,  from  which  he  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  by 
the  attending  physician  to  desist :  so  it  may  be  truly  said  of  him, 
that  he  laid  down  his  life  like  a  good  shepherd  for  his  flock ;  and 
if  he  did  not  die  a  martyr  by  the  hands  of  the  persecutor,  he 
died  at  least  a  martyr  to  his  zeal  for  you  his  loved  flock,  whose 
spiritual  welfare  he  prized  more  than  life  itself. 

In  his  prolonged  career  he  had  to  grapple  with  difficulties, 
dangers,  and  trials  of  no  ordinary  character,  "  but  out  of  them 
all  the  Lord  delivered  him."     His  project  for  founding  a  Catho- 
lic settlement  in  such  a  wilderness  was  decried  and  laughed 
at.     It  was  considered  the  maddest  of  schemes,  and  he  suffered 
much  opposition  from  the  settlers  themselves,  as  well  as  others. 
"  Why  have  you  brought  us  into  this  desert,  that  you  might 
destroy  all  the  multitude  with  famine." — Exod.  xvi.     But  he 
heeded  them  not.     His  was  not  a  spirit  that  quailed  at  any  ob- 
stacle or  opposition  to  what  he  believed  to  be  heaven's  design, 
and  the  result  of  his  courageous  perseverance  shows,  "  that  the 
counsel  was  of  God,"  and  therefore  men  could  not  destroy  it. 
He  commenced  his  colony  with  only  about  twelve  heads  of 
families,  and  left,  behind  some  six  thousand  souls !     He  changed 
the  wilderness  which  he  found  here  into  a  garden  of  delights ! 
After  a  life  of  such  works  and  such  fruits,  after  a  pastorship  of 
such  heroic  sacrifices,  and  crowned  with  such  signal  success, 
we  may  well  be  assured  that  his  last  moments  were  filled  with 
consolation.     While  memory  endures  I  shall  not  forget  the  edi- 
fying scene  which  I  beheld,  when  it  was  my  melancholy  duty  to 
stand  at  the  couch-side  of  the  dying  Gallitzin ;  to  close  his  eyes 
and  receive  his  parting  sigh.     Who,  if  he  had  witnessed  with 
me  so  holy  a  death,  could  refrain  from  experiencing  and  ex- 
pressing the  wish,  "  Let  my  soul  die  the  death  of  the  just,  and 
my  last  end  be  like  to  theirs."   Numb,  xxiii. 

When  he  could  no  longer  speak,  he  frequently  made  upon 
himself  the  hallowed  sign  of  the  cross,  to  show  where  he  had 
fixed  his  strong  trust — the  merits  of  his  crucified  Saviour.  No 
minister  of  our  Lord,  no  pastor  of  souls  could  with  greater  truth 
or  greater  hope  appropriate  to  himself  the  words  of  St.  Paul, 
"  For  I  am  even  now  ready  to  be  sacrificed,  and  the  time  of  my 
dissolution  is  at  hand.     I  have  fought  the  good   fight — I  have 
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finished  my  course — I  have  kept  the  faith.  As  for  the  rest, 
there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  justice,  which  the  Lord,  the 
just  Judge,  will  render  to  me  at  that  day,  and  not  to  me  only, 
but  to  all  that  love'his  coming."  2  Tim.  ir. 

On  his  tomb  with  rigid  truth  might  be  inscribed  the  words 
which  the  church  puts  into  the  mouth  of  those  heroic  and 
glorious  saints  who  have  given  up  all  for  Christ.  Regnum 
mundi  et  omnem  ornatum  sceculi  contempsi  propter  amorem  do- 
mini  met  Jesu  Christi. — The  kingdom  of  the  world  and  the 
glory  thereof  I  have  set  at  nought  for  the  love  of  my  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  Wherever  his  touching  story  shall  be  heard,  it  will 
ever  edify  not  only  the  members  of  the  church,  but  also  our 
separated  brethren.  It  has,  and  it  will  make  converts  among 
the  honest  of  all  denominations.  They  will  rightly  conclude 
that  where  there  were  such  sacrifices,  there  must  be  the  church 
of  God,  since  there  must  be  the  spirit  of  God,  which  alone  can 
inspire  these  sacrifices. 

You,  my  friends,  have  well  and  generously  acted  your  part 
in  erecting  this  suitable  monument  to  so  much  worth.  Your 
present  excellent  pastor  has  never  lost  sight  of  it  from  the  mo- 
ment he  came  amongst  you,  and  never  suffered  you  to  relax  in 
your  efforts  until  he  saw  it  ready  to  receive  the  honored  deposit 
that  is  to  be  this  day  confided  to  its  vaults.  Faithfully  and 
nobly  have  you,  both  pastor  and  people,  concurred  in  raising  this 
just  tribute,  and  you  have  your  pure  reward  in  the  consciousness 
of  having  done  this  good  deed.  Had  you  erected  to  the  de- 
serving object  of  it  a  monument  of  gold,  even  it  wTould  not  have 
been  greater  than  his  merits.  When  your  children,  and  the 
traveller  from  the  North  and  the  South,  the  East  and  the  West, 
shall  pause  before  this  memorial  of  departed  worth,  and  ask  you 
its  purpose — "  Here"  you  will  say,  "  here  lies  all  that  is  mortal 
of  him  who  has  been  our  best  benefactor  and  friend,  the  father  and 
■founder  of  religion  in  this  county,  our  enlightened  pastor,  guide, 
teacher,  comforter,  during  upwards  of  forty- one  years  of  unparal- 
leled services  and  sacrifices  for  religion.  It  is  to  him,  under  God, 
that  we  owe  all  the  spiritual  blessings  and  benefits  xohich  we  now 
in  fulness  enjoy,  and  which  generations  to  come  will  possess." 
He  is  gone  from  among  us,  our  lamentations  cannot  bring 
back  to  its  tenement  of  clay  the  pure  and  the  noble  spirit  that 
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has  animated  it,  and  that  has  returned  to  its  God;  "its  reward 
exceeding  great."  "Let  us  not  sorrow  then  as  those  that  have 
no  hope."  Let  us  no  longer  view  the  mortal  remains  of  our 
deceased  friend  as  the  spoils  and  trophies  of  Terror's  ghastly 
king.  Let  us  no  longer  consider  him  pale  and  deformed  in 
death,  but  let  us  look  forward  to  that  day  when  he  shall  appear 
resplendent  with  the  robes  of  a  blissful  immortality.  "  When 
this  corruptible  shall  put  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal  shall 
put  on  immortality."  1  Cor.  xv.  Do  you  wish  to  benefit  him — 
do  you  wish  to  weep  availingly  for  him  ? — cease  not  then  to 
offer  up  your  prayers,  and  above  all,  the  tremendous  sacrifice 
for  him.  "  For  it  is  a  holy  and  a  wholesome  thought  to  pray 
for  the  dead  that  they  may  be  loosed  from  their  sins."  2  Machab. 
xii.  As  we  cannot  fathom  the  justice  of  God,  as  his  ways  are 
not  our  ways,  even  the  purest  and  holiest  souls  may  have  in  their 
spiritual  edifice  some  hay  or  stubble,  some  minor  faults  and 
frailties  in  the  sight  of  him  who  is  to  search  even  Jerusalem,  the 
city  of  the  good,  with  the  light  of  lamps.  Pray  for  him,  then ; 
for  it  is  a  sweet  and  holy  and  wholesome  charity.  And,  my 
friends,  the  next  most  gratifying  thing  to  him  would  be,  that  you 
would  treasure  up  in  your  memories  his  salutary  admonitions; 
reduce  to  practice  in  your  actions  what  he  has  announced  from 
his  lips  to  you,  and  exhibited  for  your  imitation  in  his  beautiful 
life.  Dear  to  you  that  faith  must  be — the  faith  once  delivered  to 
the  saints,  for  which  he  contended  so  earnestly,  and  for  the  pro- 
fession and  diffusion  of  which  he  sacrificed  so  much;  but  it 
must  not  be  barren  or  inoperative  faith,  which  is  to  pass  unre- 
warded, it  must  be  like  his,  adorned  with  the  richest  and  most 
plenteous  fruits,  distinguished  for  every  species  of  good  works. 
Be  ye  imitators  of  him,  as  he  humbly  aspired  and  labored  to  be 
of  Christ;  and  thus  will  you  best  comply  with  the  important 
charge  with  which  the  apostle  Paul,  after  having  described  the 
faith  and  heroism  of  all  the  great  and  good  in  the  old  dispensa- 
tion, closes  one  of  his  epistles,  and  which  shall  close  this 
discourse  :  "  Remember  your  prelates  who  have  spoken  to  you 
the  word  of  God ;  whose  faith  follow,  considering  the  end  of 
their  conversation."  Heb.  last  chapter. 


